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TOtt ^r Tots <3 fwr*t TOTt# ^R^hRn’M f®^ t®^ ®5 ^ 9 75f 9 N' <k<k^i I ^’R^tRrTOTTs 

^t®, to tow ^ 9 it% to -to toto w\ ‘to-TOk’ cto wt toto wrf®w tow ‘«trg* ^*t ctoi c^i® 
fHC®rj<l ‘C%®’ TO CTO TOT •Ttisrw ^9ft% TO “TO WM TO WT^H TOT >llRc®j<l CW*T WTO fTOTOI ?f|fR ®IW#W 

c’fTwtRwf wwR^lc® fetsiRi® ‘TOjyf wt ‘TOjTO’ ctos ‘tot tow ^w wfo® towm ^R^itwtw to Ror^ti ‘wr 
TO* t’ wt ‘tr 'srt^tf^’ cto ‘To’ totw to to cw*t <Ri1%to®rKi cwtwt ®twtw to ‘to wt 

‘TOtWT’ CTO ‘TO’ WfTWW 5RtfR WlRUtfi* 4W? «WsCp fw CTO ^jsJ^K « TOPTOW* TO to 

<KWC^W CWTOT CWTOT -fs^PlWI WTOTWTOTTO®, ‘TOT TOfi5 TOlRti ®RT 'StIRTOW CT3WT 4W# TO I TO TOWW ^ 9 ff% 

cw®t cw$ w^w* wt c<r ‘tot 9 iR®wfiR ^ww totow ©iRRwr wRwjRiE i wimw ^tto tot to wt *row ^w «Rwro 

TOlRR ^R^tRwTOW TOWjTWt 3T?t%TOTtW ®SW WWT TOT I 

Major A. Playfair ®lw ‘The Garos’ wtfih® ferw <kwch “The origin of the name 
“Garo” has been the subject of some conjecture....In the southern portion of the 
hills there exists a division of the tribe who call themselves Gara or Ganching. 
These people are not far removed from the Mymensingh district, from which 
direction the Garo were first approached by Europeans or Bengalis. It is therefore 
not likely that this division of the tribe first received their appellation of Gara, that 
the name was extended to all the inhabitants of the hills, and that in time it became 
corrupted from “Gara” to “Garo”.” 5 ' ©tw to, ‘TOT *trow ^ ‘TO cTOi ©Rk ‘TOT *TOw 
Rf's< 2 9 R ‘TOR’ I TOT “street wlcww ^ 9 Tf%TORS© Wl^ ©F]TO R®WWM f©R TOWT <kwc^i i 

RR ©rtW'S Rrtrow, “Another theory which has its foundation on the story of the 
migration from Tibet which I have given elsewhere, is that one of the original 
leaders of the migration was named Garu, and that he gave his name to the tribe. 
In one of old songs I find the country of their origin referred to as ‘Garu A-song’ or 
the country of Garu.”* ©Rk to wrofiJ to to, ^tststo toto wfTO #w ^ct;fR=i ©iw to 
‘* 115 ’ 1 ®^° ©iw tot csicwR ‘To’ wicww ^ 9 rf%i 

Jayanta Bhusan Bhattacharjee ©lw ‘The Garos and the English 1765 to 1874’ 
<RiISc© crow >3. cTOiTOww towT to^£=tT tosR W75T ■iww, “There are two theories on this point. 
The first suggest the word to be a corruption of the name of one of the sub¬ 
divisions of the tribe, while second of a leader. The southern part of the hills are 
inhabited by a section of the tribe called ‘Gara-Ganching’....Another theory was 
that one of the original leaders of Garo migration from Tibet to their present tract 
was one ‘Garu’, and he gave his name to the tribe.” 0 


i. Playfair, A., The Garos, (1909), «JTO 
gtTfs* 

©. Bhattachaijee, J.B., The Garos and the English 1765 tol874, (1978), «{*(-& 
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^Julius L. R. Marak ^ ‘The Garo Customary Laws and Practices’ cw<f 
cac^*ilc<i<i W'STrt Rtw wu “The presumption made by A. Playfair that the 

word ‘Garo’ is a corruption of Gara or Ganching does not hold good. The Gara or 
Ganching division of the tribe occupies a small portion of the south of Garo Hills 
district. This name Gara or Ganching is a dialectical group of the Garo tribe, 
whereas, the Garos are already there in the districts of Mymensingh and Cooch 
Behar. If any foreign visitor came in contact with any of the Garos, he would have 
contacted Garos of Sylhet or Mymensingh district.” 8 

^RT RUs, TIM C^l 

R. C. Majumdar, H. C. Roychoudhury, Kalikinkar Datta < 1 ^ ‘An Advanced 
History of India’ <i$!Sos “...Ikhtiyar-ud-din Muhammad, son of Bakhtiyar 

Khalji, who had driven Lakshmapa Sena from Nadia possibly to Eastern Bengal, 
to a place near Dacca, where the Sena power survived for more than half a 
century and had made Gaur or Lakhnauti, in the modem Maldah district, the seat 
of his government.” 4 

William Carey ‘The Garo Jungle Book’ kiN 4MW, “There is a legend 
that one Shanka, a king of Garo affinities, centuries before the Christian era, 
founded the city of Gour, which for two thousand years remained the capital of 
Bengal. Gaur and Garo may, therefore, be more closely allied than by similarity of 
sound.”* 

^oos, wfff 8VW5T <rtfw 5jpsjft*i<i-4 ^ ‘Boro, Garo 

Aru Hajong Samajar Samkritik Sadishya’“< i^h 

‘C^<1tW’ <ltwf^l !^^^<1<1lR<l>l*1^’f5RR^^^mtC%^5ll(;'erj5l <1lf>Htl 

<im ‘TIM’ 

Julius L. R. Marak ‘The Garo Customary Laws and Practices’ 

<K<ieH, “In the history of India, we find that there existed a flourishing civilized 
kingdom of Gaur around the year c. 1000 A.D. Before the advent of the Muslims in 
North-east India, the Kingdom of Gaur in Bengal was an independent one.” v t%fR D. 
S. Rongmuthu <ifRs ‘The Gaur Kingdom’ %f% fw “Another irrefutable 

proof of the Garos being Gaurs or Gours is that BOONEAH (or Nokma) is still the 
head of a sib or clan amongst the ancient Gaurs. The name ‘GARO’ is believed by 
a number of learned scholars to be but a corruption of name ‘GAUR’. Elsewhere, 
in an old record, it is written of Shangkal, who built the capital city of Gaur of 
Bengal, as ‘SHANGKAL’, the Garo king of Gaur.”* 


8. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000) 

<?. Majumdar, R.C., Roychoudhury, H.C., Datta, Kalikinkar, An Advanced History of India, 

(I960), ‘jtr-^b'O 

'b. Carey, William, The Garo Jungle Book, (1919), 

h . Sovenir, The 48th Annual Conference of Bodo Sahitya Sabha, (2009), 
v. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), *}fcr-a 

s>. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), op. cit. Rongmuthu, D.S., 
The Gaur kingdom, North-Eastern Spectrum, Vol. Ill, No. 1-3, (1978), 
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c^Nts 3 ^ft»n^ wtt CTti ^ mm, “Yet another opinion which says that the word is a 
corruption of the name Gaur or Gour to Garo is also very vague. This is not clearly 
shown or proved in any historical records that the ancient kingdom of Gaor or 
Gour really belonged to the Garo kings.”* 0 

Nagendranath Vasu dlffa mim mtflw ?tra ®3lP£s ‘TtpRr’ c^ ‘TIM’ 

W f®ft ‘The Social History of Kamrupa’ <i®fik® kiN ww, “In ancient times 
Garos were known as Garudas. The white palace of Garuda situated on a mountain 
on the shores of the Lohitasagara, refers very probably to the residence of these 
Garudas on Garo hills. In the Mahabharata Garuda is described as sworn enemy 
to the snake and is given the epithet of “Kiratasin” (devourer of Kiratas)....It is 
said in the Bhabishya and Samba Puranas that Garuda brought the Maga or 
Scythian Brahmins to India. It is needless to mention that this story is used 
figuratively in the Puranas. The Garos even in the present day carry persons on 
the two wings made of bamboo fixed on their back. It is probable that these were 
the people who carried the Magii on their wings from the remote Central Asia into 
this country.”** 

ww, “In those days the Sadanira or Karatoya, and the Lauhitya 
(modern Brahmaputra) probably flowed into this part of the Sea, which in the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata has been called the Lohita-sagara (Red Sea). In 
describing the Eastern quarter the Ramayana has the following: The terrible 
Lohita-sagara is full of red waters; not far from it is the home of Garuda, king of 
birds, upon a mountain top, on the summit of which dwells a class of monsters 
called Mandeha. Now this home of Garuda, as described in the Ramayana, is 
evidently the Garudachala now known as the Garo hills and also called Manda- 
saila in the Joginitautra, probably after the Mandehas mentioned above.”** 

Shri Anjanjyoti Borah ®fa ‘Changing Status of Women in Matrilineal 

Garo Society’-c® kiN “P. C. Nath agrees that the bird which tried to rescue 

Sita from Ravana was the king of birds Garuda and the name Garo has been 
derived from the name ‘Garuda’.”*' 5 

®Rjfw TIM Jobang D. Marak-^ ^rt®, fwt®^ <Rf® 

®Tsl ‘Tff 2fw*f I f®f4 ^t<H, ‘Tff ‘sffM’ ^ «im® ^ftc^l tysfmnra 

‘Tff dwT ^ftrsr 4^15 ‘Tff Tt 7 ^’ *if?[f®® i* 8 wNm Mihir N. 

Sangma-^'src®, ‘TIM’ *t^(^tr®r®Mcsfi^^f®i :,<t 


10. sJT^F, 

11. Vasu, Nagendranath, The Social History of Kamrupa, Vol. 1 (Hamdyana, Kishkindhya, 
Chapter 40, Sloka 41), (1922), 

i*. gfrfs 5 , ^ 

ys. Borah, S„ Anjanjyoti, Changing Status of Women in Matrilineal Garo Society: A Case Study 
of the Resubelpara Development Block under East Garo Hills district of Meghalaya, (2010), 

T&T-'ss 

is. Marak, D. Jobang, The Garo History (A-weni Aganna), (1933), 

i<?. Sangma, M.N., The Garos-‘Name, Meaning and Origin’, an article in The Hill Societies Their 
Modernization, Edited by M.S. Sangma, (1995), 
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“Yet another source says that the word ‘Garo’ 
is derived from a Bodo word, Bodos being the Tribe from which ‘Goa’ has been 
separated from them. In the Bodo language ‘Goa’ means to separate and migrate, 
and Gaoro-Gaolang means to become separate gradually. The Bodos and the 
Dimasa called the tribe has separated from them as ‘Gao’ or ‘Gaoro’. The Bodos 
consider Garos as one of their brothers who have been separated from them 
earlier during the migratory period. They call these separated brothers as, ‘Gao’ 
or ‘Gaoro’ meaning separated and migrated to another place. The word, ‘Garo’ 
might have been used in later years. 

^rf 4^? wTf%Ts fw csk¥ ‘cutest’ i It is commonly agreed that 

linguistically and ethnologically, the Garos belong to the Bodo family.^ The Lexico- 
Statistical Dating Analysis shows that both the Bodos and the Garos spoke the 
same language in the first millennium B.C. iv 

^ c^rm=t 4MW i “The theory that the word Garo is 

a corruption of the name Gao or Gaoro has little value. The Garos belong to the 
Bodo group and are member of the Tibeto-Burman and Siamese-Chinese races. 
This also does not give a clear picture whether the Garos and the Bodos were once 
together.”^ 

“The Garos when they first migrated from Tibet settld 
for nearly 400 years in the land known to the Garos as ‘A-song patari, chiga sunari 
(Cooch Behar)’. While in the Cooch Behar district, the Garos food consisted of 
meat, very offensive to the plains tribes. The Cooch Behar king having failed to 
stop them from their habit of taking this meat, ‘Sua ste Nangana, jat manijana’ 
(Casteless society), did not allow them to stay in his kingdom and began oppressing 
them. Thus, the Cooch Behar people with whom the Garos first came into contact, 
gave them the name ‘GAURU’ (slang) which means a beef eater or a fool. Thus, the 
name, ‘Garo’ is believed to be a corrupt form of ‘Gaum’.”* 0 

^Rjfw Francis Hamilton Dr. S. K. Bhuyan ‘An Account of 

Assam’ “My informants say that Garo is a Bengalese word, nor do they 

seem to have any general word to express their nation, each of the tribes into 
which it is divided having a name peculiar to itself.”** Edward T. Dalton-^^o, 

‘iirar tret's crs?iri** 


i'b. MarakJ.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), % op. cit. Shri Moniram 

Mochari, Village Merbangsuba, District Darang, Assam, 20.11.1979 
yr Gassah, L.S., ed. Garo Hills Land and the People, (1984), 

iv. Sangma, M.N., The Garos-‘Name, Meaning and Origin’, an article in The Hill Societies Their 
Modernisation, Edited by M.S. Sangma, (1995), op. cit. p. 33 
is>. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), «jfcr-b- 

*o. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), op. cit. Shri Nitiram 
Sangma, Village Nongchram, East Garo Hills, 17.07.1979 
Hamilton, Francis, Edited by Bhuyan S.K., An Account of Assam, (1940), 

Dalton, Edward T., Tribal History of Eastern India (1872), 
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^ 'sjpram “The theory which says that the word Garo is a word 

of contempt, Garuru (slang) used by outsiders is also hard to believe. Till today, the 
exact meaning of the word Garo cannot be explained properly by anyone. Of 
course, the word Garo is etymological. Every author gives his own interpretation 
or presumption.”* 8 

v5. (C^»T.) ‘W ‘*1M’ <£R? ‘GW >£1 yorcyi ‘*tM’ 

yErf (Tt'QTft yt wr ^ ti wmi yy yt« yMvm (continuous 

invader) ‘TIM’ P 8 

Shri Anjanjyoti Borah fsiDmsirs f%f%y <imcjh, “ Mr. Surosen G. 

Momin, former president of Garo Sahitya Sabha says that the word ‘Garo’ is 
actually not an A-chik word. The Caros mainly adopt jhum system of cultivation 
which is known the Assamese as ‘Carr’system. A -bri and A-chik word means hill. 
A-ba cha-ram a-bri’ in A-cAiA:language means the hill where the jhum cultivation 
is done. In course of time ‘Gari’ distorted to Garo’. The British started to call the 
hilly region the “ Garo Hills” where the tribe practicing jhum cultivation lives. 
Some Garo people felt that during early days taking advantage of their innocence 
and ignorance they were called “Gadha Cara’’(meaning fool like a cow) by others. 
S.N. Dubey says that the term Garo was given to them by non-tribal of plains 
people. The English people began to call this people as Guru and later on as 
‘Garo 

cwm cyfrst <3f5ifsHC<i> wbi <fM <k*icsh i ^ »w, “The 

theory of Bodo origin of the Garos seems to be most convincing explanation both 
from historical and linguistical points of view. The Garos and the Bodos are the 
members of the Bodo dialect family which had spaned out from the Tibeto- 
Burman linguistic group. In their dialect Bod’ means ‘snow’ and Bod-Bisa ’means 
‘children of snow’. The meaning of Bod-Bi-sa’ is same both Bodo and Garo 
language. Both Bodos and Caros consider BodBi-sa as children of snow. Dr. Milton 
Sangma says that ‘Bod’is also a Tibetian language. So he holds the view that Bodo’ 
speaking people had migrated from Tibet.** 


y«. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), *ffcT-tr 

$.8. Borah, S„ Anjanjyoti, Changing Status of Women in Matrilineal Garo Society: A Case Study 
of the Resubelpara Development Block under East Garo Hills district of Meghalaya, (2010), 
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yja. Borah, S„ Anjanjyoti, Changing Status of Women in Matrilineal Garo Society: A Case Study 
of the Resubelpara Development Block under East Garo Hills district of Meghalaya, (2010), 
op. cit. Sangma, M.S., Editor, The Hill Societies Their Modernisation, (1995), 
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RR <mra <Ft<H, “It is also mentioned earlier that the word 'Garo ' is a word 
supposed to have been given either by the Bengali or the Assamese communities. 
It is convincing that the term is coined by some non-Caro communities. From the 
foregoing discussion it may be inferred that most of the theories on the origin of 
the word ‘Garo 'are mere suppositions. Interesting fact is that the Garos never call 
themselves ‘Garo’ by which the community is known both officially and 
unofficially. Only the theory of Bodo origin seems to bear some convincing 
explanation regarding the origin of the word ‘Garo 

rn^smr mm* ‘armr mm %m* amr <iwc^<‘aft<r[ttm wm m ^ ms<r c^f'sut 

rnt^i ma, wSfas artmr Rwr€mt*m ma mm* mjt^i mi ^ ^ <rtw Rstm * 
4m*m«iRm bifaMt^mramaaiMimmm*mmmrcRi 

WTsmt^l m® *jy-Rat^ <m*ftm Rwf€Rt fsrC^C^ <m*Ttm <m*TM *pT attmt RrOs«d W ^WT- 

R^am ^str aic<tiom ’iw-^tf^t^rr wmr ^nrri artmM, ^t®h<h5i, aitmiR a^R ^stm m i^-Rsr 
mt^l fl 4w*lH ^ mt® aiMlOM mj#hm a<T® mTs Rmat R<fs aNUs R atm, dtMM T® 

‘mt^as*’ R^R mm ‘afgjtf, ‘arpf ^sjtR *tm <u®t <m amt w? wmr ‘attar *N5 

m ^Rratm wta. mm* ‘attar maa <jmaf%a ca*ta mama <pja cam w 5 to msR mm i RR <iwm, 

“The last theory that the word Garo is a corrupt form of the word, Garu or Garudas 
or Garuda holds good. Their forefathers always spoke of their migration from 
Tibet, and passed on to generations in Epic Lore (Katta Aganna) about the Garu 
Mandai. There was some truth in it. This Epic Lore of Garos speaks in terms of 
‘A-chik’ or ‘Mande’ and never in terms of Garo. Their forefathers failed to pass on 
their verbal traditions to their descendents about the present use of the word 
Garo because the very word did not exist then, this word was coined by outsiders 
later being evolved gradually. When the Garos migrated from Tibet they were 
known as Garu Mandai. When they settled down in India during the Vedic period 
they began to be calld as ‘Kiaratas’. Laters, the Garos came to be known as 
Garudas during the age of the Ramayana and Garuda in the Mahabharata period. 
The British writers called them ‘Garrow’ for ‘Garo’. Thus, in course of time Garu 
became Garo.”^ 

RRwta® ataam ®aa cwta Rmm i Rta mrn, “Many writers have tried to trace 

the origin of the word ‘Garo’ without any satisfactory results.” 00 However, the 
above evidence may not be sufficient to convince a man about the etymon of the 
word Garo. Further investigations might be necessary. ”' 55 ' 

mfw m^ttmta mm* Rta am? cata a*ta w, “attar Rra artarnf? mtataR attar Rmta aRfiRi fa*f 
m attta atm a«a, mtm, ft’jar atw m amattmt'3 attar amt^i wR Rmta mt aa*ta 5 aa* aam5 attar 
mat aRfiRi wta ^ afm$ ^ma^maRmi”^ 
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*s>. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), a^t-m op. cit. Eliot, John, 
Observations on the inhabitants of the Garrow Hills, made during a public deputation the 
Years, 1978 and 1979, Asiatic Researches, 111, (1972), p. 17 
«o. Marak, J.L.R., The Garo Customary Laws and Practices, (2000), a^-s 
oi. ?na®% a^G 5 

mm, astern, « atraa wrfaat, (h^b-) 
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